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Experiential Learning in historical sites and museums 

 

 
Title: Guided tour through the Command Bunker Kemmelberg  (BE, province of 
West-Vlaanderen) 
 

Overview – Short Description:  
 
This example of good practice aims at groups (adults, families, adolescents) as well as 

individuals. The guided tour takes place in three underground floors of the Command Bunker 

situated on the slopes of the Kemmelberg. The Kemmel Command Bunker is a precious 

historical site as well as an exceptional witness of the Cold War in Belgium.  The Cold War 

was a period of armed peace between the Communist and Western world during the second 

half of the 20th century. The Bunker was build in the early fifties and was kept secret until the 

fall of the Berlin wall in 1989. The Bunker was used by the Belgian Armed Forces  as 

headquarter in case of war, conflict or training. 

 

The Bunker consists of more than 50 separate rooms, four of which have now been 

converted into a museum. The remaining rooms still contain authentic Cold War relics, such 

as maps, telephones, charts, etc. It is a place where time really has stood still. Lifelike wax 

dummies, pictures, movies, objects, uniforms, equipment, touchscreens and info panels give 

the necessary background information. A time line explains the history of the Cold War, with 

reference to photographs, events and quotations. Everything has been kept as it was in the 

sixties so that a present-day visitor has a really reliving experience of the Cold War. 

The visitors get an overview of the architectural aspects and the technical equipment of a top 

secret Cold war Command Bunker 

The visitors then get an introduction into the history of the Cold War and the power &  

propaganda balance between the Communist and Western world. 

The visitor experiences a site with tangible tension, secret missions and invisible enemies 

 

Objectives: 
 
The objectives of the guided tour are: 

- learning about Cold War in the context of worldwide tensions primarily between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. 
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- learning about technical equipment and architectural features of the Command 

Bunker. 

- learning about the functioning of the 'Operation Room', the very heart of the Bunker, 

with is specific communication & command systems. 

 

Activities: 
 
The visitors get immersed in an experience of Cold War situation, presented as if the soldiers 

could return to resume their seats at a moment's notice. 

 

The visit middle in the theatre of the Operation Room allows the visitor to experience the 

nature and complexity of communication and information systems of Cold War situations 

 

Expected results: 
 
After the guided visit, the visitors will have learned about the Cold War history in Europe and 

the United States.  

By visiting the three floors of the Bunker, the visitors will get a feeling of daily live and 

working conditions in a Cold War Command Bunker. 

The True-to-life experience allows  a better understanding of secret operations during Cold 

War period. 

 

Skills needed by the staff involved in organizing the practice: 
 
The staff needs technical skills to explain the technical aspects of the concrete bunker, it's 

heating installations, air & water supply, etc. 

The staff needs also specific skills to explain and have an overall view of the historical Cold 

War period.  

The staff needs to explain the complex communication and command systems inside the 

Bunker. 

The staff needs the skill to interact with the audience. 

 

 

 

Partner who has identified/written the good practice: Ename Expertisecentrum voor 

Erfgoedonstluiting, Belgium 

 


