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Experiential Learning in historical sites and museums  
Practices 

 
 

Title: Hope Star Project For Children’s Happy Future  
 

Overview:  
 
Hope Star Project For Children’s Happy Future is reintegration project for young people who have 

committed crimes or have influenced by negative environmental effects and seek for hobby. In 

Laodikeia and Hierapolis Archeological Sites, excavation courses are organized for this purpose a few 

times per year.  

Laodicea (ad Lycum), or Laodikeia, is located on the borders of Eskihisar, Goncalı and Bozburun 

villages, 6 km. north of Denizli. The first remains belonging to the settlements of Rhoas and Diospolis, 

as mentioned in the ancient sources, are found on the hill called Asopos 1 and 2 on the southeast 

slopes of Asopos (Gümüşçay). The excavations here brought to light architecture, pottery, obsidian 

and flint stone finds reaching back to the Late Chalcolithic – Early Bronze Age (3000 BCE). 

Excavations in the North Necropolis and surveys in the west of the city indicated coins and potshards 

going back to the fourth century BCE.  

Covering an area of about five square kilometres Laodicea boasts with her remains encompassing the 

largest ancient stadium of Anatolia (measuring 280 x 70m.), two theatres, four bathhouse complexes, 

four agoras, five fountains (nymphaea), two monumental portals, council house (bouleuterion), 

temples, churches and monumental streets. The city is surrounded with cemeteries (necropolis) on 

four sides. On the eastern side, the line of the ancient wall may be distinctly traced, with the remains 

of the Ephesus gate; there are streets traversing the town, flanked by colonnades and numerous 

pedestals. North of the town, towards the Lycus, are many sarcophagi, with their covers lying near 

them, partly imbedded in the ground, and all having been long since rifled.  
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Activities :  
Excavation the 75-day courses for Laodikeia and Hierapolis Archeological Sites are organized. 

Participants are youths between 14 - 22 years old who don’t want to study, are effected by adverse 

environment (Groups will be include 10 person).  

Through involving explanations and open dialogue between archeologists/restorers and participants, 

on the history of the ancient city of Laodikeia, subjects such as : history of art, history, archeology, 

restoration, architecture which belonged to this splendid and illustrious period are deal with.  

Firstly, the archeological site are introduced to participants. Historical and cultural information about 

this site, general information about archeology and excavation work by archaeologists and restorers. 

The opportunity is given them to observe methods of working in this site and office. Practice has 

shown how to do by providing clothes (shoes, hut, coat, etc.) appropriate to the physical 

environmental conditions and equipments (pickaxe, shovel, trowel, bucket, barrow, sieve, etc.) 

required in the excavation. Participants adhering to this acquired knowledge work with archeologists in 

this site. For example, cleaning of the excavation area, strengthening of the architectural blocks within 

the ancient city, repair of the findings and examining with experts the findings of excavation. All these 

applications allow them to discover their talents.  

 

 

Objectives:  
 

 Youths’ awareness of family, society, future, and choice of profession, historical and social 

values will be raised by providing the rehabilitation of social side.  

 Support youths in order to get a profession by working in protecting, maintenance and 

restoration of historical values.  

 

 

Expected results:  
 

 Spreading and understanding history through experiences personally gained.  

 Encouraging to pursue a career in a professional manner about archeology, history of art or 

restoration.  

 

 

Skills needed by the staff involved in the practice:  
 

 Competences deriving from studies within the history of arts, archeology , restoration, 

literature, languages.  
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 Organizational competences, management and decision procedures.  

 Communication and educational competences.  

 

 

 

Partner who has identified / written the good practice: Denizli Municipality / Denizli Police Department 
and Laodikeia Excavation Management, Denizli, Turkey 
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