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Experiential Learning in historical sites and museums 

 
 

Title: Guided tour through the textile museum of Ronse (BE, province of Oost-
Vlaanderen) 
 
Overview:  
 
This example of good practice aims at teenagers, adults or families. The guided tour takes 

place in the textile museum of Ronse which is famous for its unique collection of weaving 

machines. The machines show the evolution of mechanical textile weaving over a period of 

approximately 100 years, starting in the early 1900’s and ending with the first computer 

steered weaving machines from the 1970’s and later.  

 

The visitors get an introduction into the history of textile production in the city of Ronse, 

which was the second most important textile production centre in Flanders (Belgium). 

 

The visitors then get an overview of the technical aspects of textile production with the 

evolution of machines driven by steam till machines powered by electricity. 

 

Next the visitors are acquainted with the earliest means to weave patterns using pons-

technology. The machines are then started up. Textile cloth is weaved. 

 
 
Objectives: 

 
The objectives of the guided tour are: 

- learning about local history in the context of global textile production. 

- learning about technological evolution 

- learning about textile production 

 
 
Activities: 

 

The visitors are exposed to the original way of textile production by the use of original 

machines.  

http://museums/
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The visitors get first hand experience about how to maintain the machine, how to set up a 

weaving process and how to produce weaving patterns by using programming cards. 

 
 
Expected results: 

 
After the visit and guided tour, the visitors will have learned more about the living conditions 

in the textile factories. They will get a feeling by being exposed to the noise of a machine 

weaving textile. 

The visitors will get an idea of the technical evolution of weaving machines over a period of 

100 years. They will understand that two factors are important: the use of exectricity and the 

invention of Jackard weaving technique for complex designs. 

The visitors will have experienced what is involved in keeping a weaving machine running. 

 

 
Skills needed by the staff involved in organizing the practice: 

 
The staff needs technical skills to run the weaving machines. They need the skill to explain a 

complex procedure into simple terms. They need the skill to interact with the audience. 

 

 

 

Partner who has identified/written the good practice: Ename Expertisecentrum voor 

Erfgoedonstluiting, Belgium 

 


